
Project Features

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project 

Regional Importance




	Table Summersville Lake 1.pdf
	Sheet1

	Table Summersville Lake 1.pdf
	Sheet1


	Project features: • Authorization:  Section 4 of Flood Control Act of 1938.• Primary project purposes are flood risk management, fish and wildlife enhancement, water quality, recreation, and low flow augmentation.• The dam was completed in 1966 and serves a drainage area of 803 square miles.• The lake is impounded by a rock-fill dam with a central impervious core, 390 ft. tall and 1,780 ft. wide, with an uncontrolled saddle spillway.  • Outlet works are located in the right abutment of the dam through a circular tunnel which splits into three conduits.  Flow is controlled by fixed cone diversion valves.  Low flow is controlled through a 3 ft. conduit with a fixed cone dispersion valve.  Conduits and the tunnel can be closed and dewatered with butterfly valves and two sloped sliding gates.• Other structures include two dikes on the west rim of the reservoir.• Hydroelectric plant operated on the project.• There are nine recreation areas including a campground with 376 sites and a marina with 473 slips.
	Consequences: • Failure to adequately fund the flood damage reduction mission at this facility would result in the project's inability to adequately execute the flood damage reduction mission as authorized by congress.  The consequences could range in severity depending upon the condition of the project, but would ultimately lead to a failure of the structure and a subsequent life safety concern for those in the affected downstream areas.• Closure of recreational facilities will result in degradation of facilities, negative public reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.
	Transportation Importance: • The project averages 996 thousand visitors annually, contributing $31.2 million to the local economy, supporting 328 jobs. • The project prevented over $135 million in flood damages in FY 2016 with a cumulative total of $906 million in flood damages prevented since the construction of the project. • The city of Summersville and Gauley River Power Partners operate a hydroelectric plant at the project.  The plant includes two turbines with a capacity of 80 Megawatts. • The project has the ability to supply 4 million gallons of water a day with a National Economic Benefit of $4.4 million. • Natural and recreational resources at this project provide social, economic and environmental benefits.  Project personnel conducted 38 recreational programs in FY16 that help strengthen family ties and friendships; provide opportunities for children to develop personal skills, social values, and self esteem; and increase water safety.
	Project Name: Summersville Lake
	Location: Kanawha River, WV
	Additional Information: •  Fee Lands: 9,346 acres•  Flowage Easement Lands: 443 acres•  Project Boundary Line Marked: 45 miles
	Congressional Interests: Senator Joe Manchin III D-WVSenator Shelley Moore Capito R-WVCongressman Evan Jenkins D-WV-03


